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Overview: 
John Parker was born into slavery in 1827. He earned his freedom by working in a foundry, and then moved to Ohio where he became a successful businessman, and, in the dark of night, helped hundreds of people escape slavery across the Ohio River. These lesson plans correspond to the novel, An Upstream Battle: John Parker’s Personal War on Slavery by Anne Stanton, based on Parker’s autobiography.

Subjects: U.S. History, Social Studies, and English Language Arts

Estimated Time: 3-4 weeks

Grade Level: 8

Relevant National Common Core Standards:

CCSS Reading Standards for Literature Grade 8:
· 8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· 8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
· 8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

CCSS Writing Standards Grade 8:
· 8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
· 8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
· 8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

CCSS Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies Grades 6-8:
· 6-8.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
· 6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
· 6-8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.

Pre-Reading Activity: Background WebQuest

During Reading Activity: Chapter Vocabulary and Reading Questions 

Post-Reading Activity: Reflection Writing Prompts 
An Upstream Battle Unit Overview

