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[bookmark: _GoBack]Pre-Reading Activity: Background WebQuest

Directions: Go to each provided link and answer the questions that will give you background to better understand An Upstream Battle: John Parker’s Personal War on Slavery.

Underground Railroad:
Go to: https://freedomcenter.org/enabling-freedom/history

1. The Underground Railroad is a term for the covert __________ of people who assisted fugitive slaves as they escaped from slavery in the South.

2. Where did the Underground Railroad primarily take place?




3. True or False: The Underground Railroad was not underground or a railroad.

Explain: 



4. It is important to realize that while conductors and fugitive slaves were participating 

on the Underground Railroad, their actions were __________.

5. Once the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 passed, what was the penalty for helping people escape slavery?




Uncle Tom’s Cabin:

Go to: http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Uncle_Tom%27s_Cabin

6. During the early 1850s, ______________________ wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

7. What served as the basis for the novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin?




8. Why did Abraham Lincoln credit the author with starting the Civil War?


Rankin House:
Go to: http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Rankin_House

9. The Rankin House, located in __________, Ohio and was an important stop on the Underground Railroad. 

10. Explain two ways that John Rankin guided people escaping slavery to his home:




11. Rankin provided shelter and food to as many as _________ fugitive slaves during his career with the Underground Railroad. 

12. How did Harriet Beecher Stowe immortalize (preserve) Rankin’s efforts to help people escaping slavery?




Eliza’s Story:
Go to: https://ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/siebert/id/1854/rec/9

13. The question of whether Eliza (a character in Uncle Tom’s Cabin) and her treacherous path to freedom was a true story was questioned for years. What does this article claim? Explain. 




John Parker:
Go to: https://freedomcenter.org/content/john-parker

14. Where was John Parker born and how did he get to Alabama?




15. How did John Parker become a freeman?




16. Why was John Parker considered one of the most daring slave rescuers of the period?
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