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[bookmark: _GoBack]Pre-Reading Activity: Background WebQuest

Directions: Go to each provided link and answer the questions that will give you background to better understand An Upstream Battle: John Parker’s Personal War on Slavery.

Underground Railroad:
Go to: https://freedomcenter.org/enabling-freedom/history

1. The Underground Railroad is a term for the covert ___network___ of people and places that assisted fugitive slaves as they escaped from slavery in the South.

2. Where did the Underground Railroad primarily take place?
The URR primarily took place in the border states. The Ohio River was the center of much activity, mainly because the shorter the distance necessary to reach freedom, the less danger of being caught.

3. True or False: The Underground Railroad was not underground or a railroad.

Explain: 
The URR was not an official organization. It was a loose network of people that were trying to help individuals escape slavery secretively and keep them safe.


4. It is important to realize that while conductors and fugitive slaves were participating on the Underground Railroad, their actions were ___illegal___.

5. Once the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 passed, what was the penalty for helping people escape slavery?
Assisting or hiding fugitive slaves became a federal offense. People who helped were subject to spending 6 months in prison, and a fine of $1000.


Uncle Tom’s Cabin:
Go to: http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Uncle_Tom%27s_Cabin

6. During the early 1850s, ___Harriet Beecher Stowe___ wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin.

7. What served as the basis for the novel?
The stories she heard from abolitionists about fugitive slaves and the Underground Railroad served as the basis for her novel.


8. Why did Abraham Lincoln credit the author with starting the Civil War?
Uncle Tom’s Cabin personalized slavery for many readers, especially in the North. Many Northerners began to realize how unjust slavery was and, as a result, began to support the abolitionist movement. This activity sped up the start of the Civil War.
Rankin House:
Go to: http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Rankin_House

9. The Rankin House, located in __Ripley__, Ohio and was an important stop on the Underground Railroad. 

10. Explain two ways that John Rankin guided people escaping slavery to his home:
Possible answers: His home was on top of a hill and could easily be seen from the Kentucky side of the Ohio River. He often kept a lantern or lit candle in the window to guide runaways to his home. He also built a staircase of 100 wooden steps from the bottom of the hill to his house to get help runaways there quickly.

11. Rankin provided shelter and food to as many as __2,000__ fugitive slaves during his career with the Underground Railroad. 

12. How did Harriet Beecher Stowe immortalize (preserve) Rankin’s efforts to help people escaping slavery?
In her book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe mentioned Rankin’s home in her story about Eliza’s quest for freedom. 


Eliza’s Story:
Go to: https://ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/siebert/id/1854/rec/9

13. [bookmark: _Hlk15382306]The subject of whether Eliza (a character in Uncle Tom’s Cabin) and her treacherous path to freedom was a true story was debated for years. What does this article claim? Explain. 
The article claims that Eliza Harris did cross the ice to freedom and reached the Rankin house. Stowe was in Ripley, Ohio and heard this story from Rev Rankin.


John Parker:
Go to: https://freedomcenter.org/content/john-parker

14. Where was John Parker born and how did he get to Alabama?
John Parker was born into slavery in Virginia and taken from his mother at the age of 8 and sold. He was forced to march from Virginia to Alabama chained to other enslaved people, mostly adults.

15. How did John Parker become a freeman?
John Parker tried many times to escape and become free. He was finally able to buy his own freedom at the age of 18 with money he earned doing extra work as a skilled craftsman.


16. Why was John Parker considered one of the most daring slave rescuers of the period?
Parker helped hundreds of people escape slavery. He crossed the Ohio River and went into Kentucky farms at night to help people escape, at great risk to himself. 
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