1

[bookmark: _GoBack]Eliza’s Crossing (1838) – pg. 1-2 

Vocabulary: 
Frantic: 

Undeterred: 

Reading Questions: 
1. Why do you think the woman is fleeing? How can you tell?




2. What words does the author use to describe Eliza’s state of mind?




3. How do Eliza and her child escape the slave catchers? Be descriptive. 



4. Who is John Parker?



Prelude (1888) – pg. 3-9

Vocabulary:
Squeamish: 

Serene: 

Turbulent: 

Foundry: 

Reading Questions:
1. Who is Frank Gregg? Who is John Rankin, Jr.? What are these they discussing?




2. What do you think John Rankin, Jr. means when he says, “There’s a lot of truth from back in those days that people don’t like to believe”?




3. Why have the stories of so many runaways who escaped slavery been lost?




4. Who is John Parker and why does John Rankin, Jr. encourage Frank Gregg to speak with him?




5. What action did John Rankin, Jr.’s father take to help people escaping slavery?





6. Why do you think John Rankin, Jr. suggested that Frank Gregg follow the stairs down the hill on his way to meet John Parker?






7. Why do you think Frank Gregg is hesitant to ask John Parker about his past when he helped runaways escape slavery?






Chapter 1 (1848) – pg. 10-15

Vocabulary:
Freeman: 

Tenement House: 

Respite: 

Ponder: 

Skiff: 

Reading Questions:
1. Where does John Parker live? What is “Sam’s Court”?




2. Where is John Parker from? How did he become a freeman?




3. How does John react when he learns that Sam regularly helps people escape slavery?




4. What is Sam’s argument for helping people escape slavery?




5. What proposition does Sam make to John? What is John’s initial reaction?




6. How is the following quote an example of foreshadowing? 
“John had no way to know that the decision to help this one time would forever change the course of his life and the lives of hundreds of runaways.”





Chapter 2 (1848) – pg. 16-35

Vocabulary:
Intermittent: 

Cursory: 

Scrutinize: 

Hurricane Deck: 

Ravine: 

Reading Questions:
1. What are “protection papers”? Why does the steamboat captain scrutinize John’s papers and not Sam’s?






2. Why can steamboat travel be dangerous?






3. What is the plan to help the girls in Kentucky escape? 






4. What difficulties do Sam and John encounter with their plan?







5. Why doesn’t John return to Cincinnati with Sam? What is there in his past that motivates him?







6. What is the new plan to help the girls escape now that John is on his own?







7. Why was Tobias originally suspicious of John?







8. What do Abby and Sarah argue about with John before getting into the boat?







9. What did John realize as they were rowing toward Ripley?






Chapter 3 (1848) – pg. 36-43

Vocabulary:
Efficiently: 

Gunwales: 

Perplexed: 

Reading Questions:
1. What happened in the middle of the Ohio River that probably caught the slavecatchers attention?




2. When John and the girls finally arrive at Elijah’s the next day, what do they learn happened the night before?




3. Why was John astonished when he met Eli Collins?




4. What explanation does John give Eli of why he helped the girls escape? What does Eli offer him?





Interlude I (1888) – pg. 44-46

Vocabulary:
Accumulate: 

Reading Questions:
1. Did John keep in touch with people he helped escape? Why or why not? Does this surprise you?




2. [bookmark: _Hlk15646248]Why did John like Ripley better than Cincinnati when it came to helping runaways?




3. Why did John say it wasn’t surprising that many runaways tried to bring too many belongings with them when they were escaping?




4. What does John mean when he calls something a “grape vine dispatch”? 





Chapter 4 (1852) – pg. 47-58

Vocabulary:
Roused: 

Petrified: 

Resolute: 

Presumably: 

Resonant: 

Discernible: 

Reading Questions:
1. What is the situation of the runaways that Arnold describes to John? What is John concerned about with this group?





2. Is Arnold a freeman or enslaved? Did this surprise you? Why or why not?





3. Why did Arnold help the first runaway who asked him for help?





4. What does Tom offer Arnold? Why does Arnold decline the offer? What does this show about the reasons many enslaved persons probably didn’t escape?







5. What is the plan that Tom and John come up with to help the large group of runaways? What is risky about the plan?






6. Once Nate and John get close to the runaways, what do they notice? Why does this bother John?






Chapter 5 (1852) – pg. 59-72

Vocabulary:
Meager: 

Perilously: 

Reading Questions:
1. What is the one condition John gives the runaways? What is his concern?





2. What are two reasons that John tells the runaways that they must take the more difficult path to safety?





3. What happens to Hulet and Mary as they were hiking? How could the situation have been worse?





4. Why does John decide to change his original plan of resting during the day and traveling at night?







5. Why did one of the runaways, a stocky man named Ben, leave the group? What happened to him?





6. Once the group finally arrives at the Ohio River, what problem does John reveal to them? What are the two solutions open to them?






7. What happens as the group is looking for a skiff? What does John order the group to do?





8. Why was the whole group not able to cross the river? What did a young man do for Hulet and Mary? What happened to the two men who were left behind?






Interlude II (1888) – pg. 73-74

Vocabulary:
Profound: 

Cupola: 

Reading Questions:
1. What did John say about the young man who got out of the boat? How did that affect John?





2. [bookmark: _Hlk15646131]Why, in 1850, did John stop writing in his diary about all the runaways he helped?





3. Why did John keep helping people escape slavery, despite the passing of the Fugitive Slave Act? Approximately how many people did John help escape?






Chapter 6 (1858) – pg. 75-84

Vocabulary:
Punctual: 

Brogue: 

Sprue: 

Inaudible: 

Adjacent: 

Assailant: 

Reading Questions:
1. Why did John shake “his head in disbelief” when he hired James Sroufe?





2. Why did James’s behavior start to change at work (especially towards John)?





3. Why did John decide he wanted to free one of the Sroufe’s enslaved persons? Why did he decide to free Will?





4. Why is Will hesitant to run away? Why does it make John anxious if Will waits too long to escape?




5. What happened to John towards the end of his conversation with Will? Was he injured?





Chapter 7 (1858) – pg. 85-96

Vocabulary:
Obscured: 

Silhouette: 

Indignant: 

Reading Questions:
1. Why are Will and his wife not ready to run when John arrives? What are the Sroufes doing with their baby?




2. What plan does John come up with in order to help the family escape? What does he do with his shoes?




3. Why is John unable to continue when he reaches the bedroom door? What finally convinces him to go inside?




4. What happened once John had the baby? What did Will leave behind? Why does that make John so angry?





5. What happens once John is at home? Why does John let the men into his house?




6. How does James Sroufe threaten John the next morning?






Interlude III (1888) – pg. 97-100

Vocabulary:
None for this section

Reading Questions:
1. Why was James Sroufe unable to get the evidence he wanted?




2. How did the Sroufes get back at John? What advice did Rev Rankin and others give John?




3. How does John’s wife, Miranda, feel about the danger John puts himself in by helping runaways escape slavery?





Chapter 8 (1858) – pg. 101-112

Vocabulary:
Stateroom: 

Ominous: 

Disposition: 

Raucous: 

Reading Questions:
1. What does John know about the four men who come up on the top deck of the steamer? Why does seeing them make John tense up?




2. What happens on the deck between John and the men? What does one of the men say as they walk downstairs?




3. Who is Charles Campbell? What does John ask him to do?




4. What does John ask Captain Stone to do to help him avoid the slaveowners on board?






Chapter 9 (1858) – pg. 113-120

Vocabulary:
Invigorating: 

Erratically: 

Imminent: 

Oblivious: 

Reading Questions:
1. What does John realize when he wakes up on the steamboat? What does he notice when he peeks out the doors of the stateroom?






2. What is the new plan Charles and John come up with to get off the ship?






3. What happens when Charles and John reach the lifeboat? What happens to Charles? How is John freed from the boat?






4. As John rows home, what gives him the motivation to keep going?








Coda (1888) – pg. 121-125

Vocabulary:
Envision: 

Reading Questions:
1. What happened to Charles? Why did some people in Ripley blame John for this?





2. Why did the crewmember fail to wake up John and Charles? How did John eventually learn this information?





3. How did John help the war effort during the Civil War? Be specific.





4. How was John Parker’s story finally told?
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